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Disclaimer

 These slides represent the work and opinions of the 

presenter and do not constitute official positions of Oracle or 

any other organization.

 This material has not been peer reviewed and is presented 

here with the permission of the presenter.

 This material should not be reproduced without the written 

permission of interRel Consulting.
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What is OAC-Essbase

and OAC-BI

What you need to know



OAC-Essbase: Essbase Cloud Service

 Based on Essbase 12c includes:

 BSO

 ASO

 Advanced Analytic Engine (Hybrid)

 Includes all functions

 Special configuration setting for Hybrid 

calculations

 Is run on Linux 

 By default all cubes are Unicode 

enabled



OAC-BI: Business Intelligence Cloud Service

• Oracle’s Cloud BI solution

• Based on OBIEE 12c technology

• Provides data visualization, 

dashboarding, ad hoc analysis 

over the web and on mobile 

devices

• Integrated with Oracle Database 

Cloud Service

• Built-in mobile

• Simple administration and data 

integration 



OAC Pricing

 Unlimited Users

 Unlimited Applications

 2 Flavors

 Standard 

 Enterprise 

 Non-Metered

 Universal Credits



Possible Environments

 Production

 UAT (Optional)

 Development

 User Sandbox (Optional)



Essbase 

Comparison and 

Differences



OAC-Essbase vs. Essbase: In Common

Feature On-prem Essbase Essbase Cloud

BSO, ASO, Hybrid Y Y

Unicode supported Y *Default

Load rules (dimensions and data) Y *Via Cube designer and 
UI

Generation, level and parent-child dimension builds Y Y

Calculations: Formulas, calculation scripts, MDX scripts Y Y

Good ‘ole Essbase security filters Y Y

Migration of on-premises cubes Y *dbxtool, new LCM, 
EssCLI

Direct access to the Essbase server for Admins (FTP, MaxL, 
patches, etc.)

Y Y

On-demand backups and patching/upgrades Y Y(User initiated)



OAC-Essbase vs. Essbase: In Common

Feature On-prem Essbase Essbase Cloud

Substitution variables supported Y *App or DB level

Locks (application, database, objects) Y Y

Smart View ad hoc & reporting Y Y

Text, Date, and Boolean data supported Y Y

Duplicate member names and aliases Y Y

Multiple alias tables supported Y Y

Partitioning (transparent, replicated) Y Y

Attribute dimensions Y Y

CDF support (custom defined functions) Y Y



OAC-Essbase vs. Essbase: Different

Feature On-prem Essbase Essbase Cloud

Administration interface EAS Web GUI

Direct integration with BI OBIEE BICS (needs on 

Prem RPD), 
DVCS

Automation MaxL CLI, MaxL ,   

Rest API 

(CLI preferred)

Shared Services security management Y N (New Identity 

manager Cloud 

service coming 
soon)

New features: *Sandboxing, *Scenario Mgmt (*EE of OAC only) N Y

Spreadsheet to cube and vice versa N Y



OAC-Essbase vs. Essbase: Different

Feature On-prem Essbase Essbase Cloud

Direct Cloud integration (DBaaS, EssCS, with more coming 
soon)

N Y

8-character artifact naming limitation Y N

Oracle-owned software and hardware N Y

Report scripts (*.rep) Y N

Mobile support for Cloud reporting and visualizations N Y

Supported integration with Financial Reports Y N

Supports EPRCS (via Management Reports) N Y



Limitations

OAC-Essbase

 Can’t run Report scripts from job console and No 
UI (can run from MaxL)

OAC-BI

 Limited scheduling capabilities 

 Not included in OAC-BI

 Group

 KPI

 KPI Watchlist

 List Format

 Segment

 Strategic Scorecard

 BI Publisher(coming soon)



How Do I Migrate?



Essbase to OAC-Essbase



How do I Migrate

Multiple ways:

 DBXTool/Cube Builder

 EssCS LCM utility

 Some artifacts through EssCLI

 Manual through FTP/SFTP



DBXTool/Cube Builder

 Used to create a DBX (Excel file) from an outline

 Can then be used to create a cube on EssCS either through 

Cube Builder or the import feature of the Web UI 



Essbase Command Line Interface (EssCLI)

 Java Executable with Batch or 

Shell scripts

 Wrapper for REST API

 Upload/download files (txt, rul, csc, 

xls, mxl)

 Run dimension builds/data loads

 Execute calculations

 Clear data from a cube

 Execute MaxL

 LCMExport / LCMImport



LCM 

 Special version developed for EssCS

 Downloadable executable

 Exports all artifacts in an application 

(All or Nothing)

 Should only be used for export from 

On-Prem. Use CLI LCMImport to 

import to the cloud 



LCM 



External Transfer

 Admins have access to the server

 Can use IaaS as a tunnel to the 

server

 FTP files to the server:

 Need to be in the database folder to be 

seen by the scheduler

 Change the owner of the files

 Change the permissions on the files



OBIEE to OAC-BI



How do I Migrate

Multi Step Process:

 Migrate Repository

 Migrate Catalog

 Migrate Personal Folders (Optional)

Note: you can “Lift and Shift” the RPD 

But unless VPN/IaaS is set up the

Connection to On-Prem will fail



How do I Migrate

Uploading Catalog:



How do I Migrate

Uploading Catalog:



How do I Migrate

Uploading Catalog:



How do I Migrate

Uploading Catalog:

Verify the imported Application Roles in Application Role 

Management page (Console> Users and Roles-> Application 

Roles)



How do I Migrate

Lift and Shift Repository:



How do I Migrate

Lift and Shift Repository:



How do I Migrate

Lift and Shift Repository:



How do I Migrate

Lift and Shift Repository:

Verify the Uploaded RPD by Navigating to Analyses and 

clicking “Create Analysis. You should see the available subject 

areas.

Note: you can “Lift and Shift” the RPD 

But unless VPN/IaaS is set up the

Connection to On-Prem will fail



After Essbase migration 

What next? 



Apps are Migrated, what’s next?

 Config files settings have to be set at the 

application level for each database migrated



Apps are Migrated, what’s next?

 Backups will need to be created

 LCM is “all or none” per application

 Data Exports and artifacts can be copied to backup 

directories

 MaxL scripts will need to be modified for paths, case 

sensitivity, logins, etc.

 Server-side Windows Batch scripts will need to be 

converted to Shell scripts

 Note:

 Some automation/Data Movement can be done with EssCLI

 Some automation can be done with MaxL (run from the 

server)



Maintenance and 

Automation



CLI Commands

CLI Commands: 
http://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/paas/analytics-cloud/essug/cli-command-

reference.html

http://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/paas/analytics-cloud/essug/cli-command-reference.html


CLI Commands

CLI Commands example: 



Continuing 

Education



Play it Forward
 Videos to expand on what you've learned 

here

 Product introductions

 New Features in Oracle Analytics

 Cutting Edge Cloud updates

 Expert-level videos for BI gurus

 Technical Reference in video form

 To experience the education revolution 

first-hand, join our community at 

epm.bi/videos#PlayItForward



Best Selling Hyperion Technical Book Series

 Build an Oracle Planning & 
Budgeting Cloud

 Application from start to 
finish

 Administer and automate 
your solution

 Migrate from on-premises to 
the Cloud

 Best practices for setting up 
your Oracle EPM Cloud 
Instance

Essbase

Admin Studio Smart View

First Ever Oracle EPM Cloud Books Now Available!
 Build a report package                     

 Execute the reporting   
cycle from start to finish

 Sign off or reject the final 
product

 Assign security

 Migrate objects between 
environments

 Steps to set up your Oracle 
Analytics Cloud instance

 How to build Essbase Cloud 
cubes from start to finish 

 Maintaining dimensions 
and loading data

 Creating calculations and 
calculating data

 Assigning security

Admin End User Advanced

Planning

Admin/End Users

Cloud

OAC EPBCS EPRCS



A Whole Book on OAC!

Look Smarter Than You Are with OAC Standard

*Only OAC book on the market!

Learn:

 Processes for setting up your PaaS environment

 Foundational Essbase concepts

 Foundational Smart View concepts

 Best practices for building Essbase Cloud cubes

 Best practices for building Cloud data visualizations

 Security design best practices

 Administration processes



Upcoming Events

 Collaborate 18

Las Vegas – April 22-26, 2018

 Kscope18

Orlando – June 10-14, 2018

 Check our website for new events – www.interRel.com





Questions
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