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Top Reasons You Don’t Have to “Code” 

or “Customize” Hyperion Planning 

 

AKA 

 

Ignore Everything Edward or 

Tracy said before today 



About interRel 

 Reigning Oracle Award winner 

EPM & BI Solution of the year 

 Three Oracle ACE Directors for 

Hyperion 

 Oracle Platinum Partner 

 One of the 100 fastest growing 

tech companies in the USA 

(CRN Magazine, 2007-2010) 

 

 Authors of the 8 Best Selling 

books on Hyperion & Essbase 

 Essbase Studio book released 

April 11, 2011 

 All available on LuLu.com 
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Consulting 

Training 

Support 
Infra 

structure 

Press 

Focused exclusively on 
Oracle EPM & BI 



 8 Hyperion Books Available: 

 Essbase (7): Complete Guide 

 Essbase System 9: Complete Guide 

 Essbase System 9: End User Guide 

 Essbase 11: Admin Guide 

 Essbase Studio 11 

 Smart View 11: End User Guide 

 Planning: End Users Guide 

 Planning: Administrators 

 

 To order, check out www.LuLu.com or 

 Visit our booth in the exhibit hall 

•Copyright © 2007, Hyperion. All rights reserved. •5 

http://www.lulu.com/


Typical Customizations or “Hacking”  

 Validations 

 Styles 

 Relational tables 

 Manual Planning migrations from dev to prod 



Top Reasons Why You Don’t Have  

to Customize Planning 

1. New Data Form Designer 

2. Validation Rules  

3. ASO Reporting Cubes Integration 

4. Utilities 

5. Full Planning functionality in Smart View Excel 

6. OBIEE for Reporting Against Planning Repository 

7. Drill Through with FDM / ERPI 

8. Batch Bursting 

9. LCM 

10. Adhoc Grids 



Data Form Design Editor 

 Combined data form and composite grids 

 New interface – grid/layout 

 Improved member search capabilities 

 Improved member selection capabilities 

 Data Validations 

 Grid, row, column or cell level 

 Tied to a form 

 Content properties displayed in right panel (like FR) 

 Formula rows or columns can be added; added as a separate 

segment 

 Can add validations to formula rows and columns 

 Live preview (tab removed) 

 Save keeps you in form designer; Finish takes you out of 

designer (implicit save) 

 



Combined Data Form Definition for 

Simple/Composite Forms 

 



Layout 

 POV, Page, Rows Columns 

 Grid properties – suppression options, grid validation rules 



Column and Row Properties 

 All segments / 

columns and 

rows are now 

visible 

 

 Apply to all 

column segments 

 Hide 

 Read only 

 Show Separator 

 Suppress 

Hierarchy 

 Suppress Missing 

 Validation Rules 

 



Formulas in Rows 

 Much like Financial Reporting 

 Formula rows to create blank rows 



Data Form Designer – Composite Forms 

 Now included in Data Form Designer 

 Global shared dimensions and/or section shared 

dimensions – you control how you want page and povs 

to share within the composite 

 



Define Layout for Composite 

 



New - Display as Tabs 

 Open tabs as different worksheets in a workbook in SV 
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The Old Way 

 ValidateData.js in the 

\<default web 

application 

directory>\<Planning>\w

eb\WEB-INF 

 customCellEnterPre 

 customCellEnterPost  

 customCellValidatePre 

 customCellValidatePost 
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Data Validation 

 Validation rule is tied to a data 

form 

 Copy and paste validation rules  

 Defined at grid, row/column 

and/or cell level 

 Precedence for multiple 

validation rules 

 



Validation Rule Creation 

 



Validation Rule Result 

 Traffic lighting only 

 Doesn’t prevent the user from saving data* 

 *Workflow is the way to “catch” this 

 Use validation rules to show valid data intersections 



Validation Rules and Dynamic Promotion Path 

 Do not promote 

 Update Promotion path 

 Before moving to selected Entity 

 Send to selected person as Owner, Reviewer, Notify 

 Sender/Receiver messages 



So if Plan doesn’t pass validation… 

 No promotion … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Click on the Failed: Invalid Data link and you are taken 

to… 



On-the-Fly Task List to Fix Issue 

 For the entity, a task list is generated on the fly to help you 

fix all invalid plans 



So if Plan doesn’t pass validation… 

 Dynamic 

promotional path 

 Alternate 

reviewers/owners 
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The Old Way 

 Report Script >> Text File/SQL table >> Load Rule 

 CalcExport Script >> Text File/SQL table >> Load Rule 

 

 Place temporary place to store data before loading 

 Multiple manual steps 

 Maxl to automate 

 



Built in Integration Capabilities – Planning to ASO 

 Map Planning data to ASO application 

 Map Smart Lists to Dimensions in ASO application 

 Benefit 

 ASO Benefits (many dimensions, members) 

 Easy way to integrate data (no partitions required) 

 Report on Smart Lists (subtotal, “text” displays) 

 Process 

 Planning application exists 

 ASO application exists 

 Create mapping 

 Push or Clear and Push Data 

 



Create a Mapping – Step 1 

 



Create a Mapping – Step 2 

 Map source dimensions to reporting dimensions 

 Available options – Not Linked, Dimension to Dimension or Smart List to 

Dimension 



Create a Mapping – Step 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Push Data 

 Consider Clear and Push (don’t want to duplicate data) 

 Behind the scenes, calc script export to get the data 

 Logical clear for ASO database 

 Load to an ASO slice* 

 



Check Job Console for Results 

 



Available for Reporting and Analysis 

 



Sync ASO Members to Smart List 

 You can sync members from ASO to Smart List values 
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PasswordEncryption.cmd 

 

11x Utility 



Suppressing Password Prompts 

 Passwords can be suppressed when running utilities 

 Helpful when you don’t want to stay up until 2am to launch a 

process 

 Optional 

 PasswordEncryption utility 

 Creates a file that stores the password in encrypted form 

 Each password file contains one password 

 You choose the directory when running the utility 

 After the password file is created, you can use the –
f:passwordfile option as the first parameter in the 

command line 

 Will skip the password prompt and use the password from 

the encrypted file 



ExportSecurity.cmd 

 



ExportSecurity.cmd 

 Export Planning access permissions to the SecFile.txt file 

 Exports security for members, data forms, data form 

folders, task lists, Calculation Manager business rules, 

Calculation Manager business rules folders 

 Can export users or groups 

 You can then export / import access permissions across 

applications 



ExportSecurity.cmd 

 ExportSecurity.cmd [-f:passwordFile] 

/A=appname,/U=username, 

[/S=searchCriteria|/S_USER=user|/S_G

ROUP=group], 

[/S_MEMBER=memberName|/S_MEMBER_ID=m

emberName 

|/S_MEMBER_D=memberName|/S_MEMBER_IC

=memberName|/S_MEMBER_C=memberName],

[/DELIM=delim] , 

[/DEBUG=true|false],[/TO_FILE=fileNa

me],[/HELP=Y] 



SecFile.txt 



ImportSecurity.cmd 

 



ImportSecurity.cmd 

 Load access permissions for users and groups from a text 

file 

 Imports security for members, data forms, data form 

folders, task lists, Calculation Manager business rules, 

Calculation Manager business rules folders 

 Overwrites existing permissions 

 SL_CLEARALL clears existing access permissions 



ImportSecurity.cmd 

 ImportSecurity.cmd [-f:passwordFile] 

“appname,username,[delimiter],[RUN_SILENT],

[SL_CLEARALL]” 

 

 ImportSecurity.cmd “entbud,admin,SL_TAB,1” 

 0 no messages, 1 messages 



FormDefUtil.cmd 

 



FormDefUtil.cmd 

 Move data forms between Planning 

applications 

 Export or import form definitions to and from 

an XML file 

 -all allows you to import / export all forms 

 

 formdefutil [-

f:passwordFile]import|exportfilena

me|formname|-all server name user 

name application 



FormDefUtil.cmd 

 Import a form definition 

 FormDefUtil.cmd import 

c:\Hyperion\products\Planning\bin\form1.

xml localhost admin entbud 

 Export a form definition 

 FormDefUtil.cmd export Form1 localhost 

admin entbud 

 Check out results in FormDefUtil.log 

 

 



OutlineLoad.cmd 

 



Outline Load Utility 

 Used to load metadata or data for Account, Period, Year, 

Scenario, Version, Currency, Entity, user-defined 

dimensions, attributes, UDAs and exchange rates 

 Steps 

 Set the DIRECT_DATA_LOAD AND 

DATA_LOAD_FILE_PATH system variables if loading 

data 

 Create the load file for each dimension and/or data set to 

load 

 Test the load files 

 Run the utility 

 25 different parameters 

 

 You can now export metadata too in 11.1.2.1! 

11x Utility 



Update Metadata 

 

 

 

C:\Hyperion\products\Planning\bin>OutlineLoad 

/A:test /U:admin /M /N 

/I:c:\outline1_ent.csv /D:Account 

/L:c:/outlineLoad.log /X:c:/outlineLoad.exc 
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Smart View and Planning 

 Data Validation / Traffic Lighting 

 Task List in Outlook 

 Task List in Excel 

 Composite Forms 

 Process Management/Workflow 

 Dynamic User Variables 

 User Preference Setting 

 Copy Version 

 Job Console 

 Task List Reports 

 Context Sensitive Right Click Menus on Forms 

 Document Attachment for Data Cells and Process Management 

 Cell Level Launch Menus  
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Batch Bursting 

 Easier way to distribute reports 

 Previous – You could use custom code macros, FR 
command line schedule, and other to burst reports 

 Run a batch for more than one dimension member on 
the Batch POV 

 Output to: 

 File system 

 Repository 

 Email 

 Can send different members to different emails 

 Burst on one dimension 
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Batch Bursting Features 

 Select multiple dimension members and generate separate batch out 

files for each (e.g. PDF, Snapshot) 

 Specify output folder and file names 

 Email PDF output to different recipients 

 Option to zip output 

 Change the subject and body text of the email that the Batch 

Scheduler sends 

 Group email attachments for each recipient 

 Limit the attachment size (via properties file setting) 

 Setup may be done using the bursting destination file 

 CSV format (use Excel to edit and save as csv) 

 Define members, email addresses, object and folder names (if 

defined at the member level) 

 Create via export option 
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Bursting Destination List 

 Bursting destination file allows you to send different 

outputs to  

 Bursting list preview displays fields in the Bursting 

Destination file 

 Create (initial) Bursting Destination file via Export 
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What is LCM?   

 Life Cycle Management  

 Provides a consistent application migration 

 Integrated into Shared Services Console 

 Ability to do migration 

 Live 

 Scheduled 

 Selected artifacts 

 All Artifacts 



Application to Application Migration 

Define the 
source  and 
'Applications' 

option in 
Shared 

Services 
Console or 

LMU 

Optional: save 
the migration 

definition to an 
XML file for 

later migration 

When the 
migration is 
executed, 

artifacts are 
copied from the 

source** 

to the 
destination 

•If Both Servers are registered in the same instance of 
Shared Services 

•**Application or 
Server  



Planning Migration 

 Substitution Variables 

 Rule Files 

 Calculation Scripts 

 Report Scripts 

 Excel Files 

 Location Aliases 

 Security Filters 

 Text Files 

 Database Outlines 

 Data (New in 11.1.2) 

 

 Creates target app in 11.1.2.1 

• No more backend steps 

for relational repository 

exports and Essbase 

object copies … though 

sometimes I miss the 

good ol’ days 



Planning Migration 

 Select the PlanSamp (source) Planning application and 

click the top level artifact nodes (Relational Data, Global 

Artifacts, Plan Type, Configuration, and Security).    The 

individual artifacts will be selected as well. 
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Flexibility for End Users 

 Anyone miss the Planning Spreadsheet Add-in? 

 Too much freedom 

 But for some users, it was important 

 Where did the _users go? 

 Then we had Adhoc write access 

 

 Now a more complete solution for users with Adhoc 

capabilities in both the web and Smart View 

 



Adhoc Grids in Planning 



Still May Have to Do These… 

 Audit Trail tables; archiving 

 Style Sheets 

 Essbase Studio Drillthrough 



Hacking …. 

Essbase Studio / Planning Drill Through 

 First you must have a relational source that contains tables for each of the 

drill through dimensions that match the dimensions in the Planning 

application 

 Hierarchies, member names 

 Create Essbase Studio components for the Planning application 

 Data Sources, Mini-model, Hierarchies (only need those dimensions for the Drill 

Through reports), Cube Schema, Essbase Model, Drill through reports 

 Studio Redeployment of cube model to the Planning Application >> Update 

All Hierarchies 

 Will associate the drill through reports with the defined dimensions 

 Must Redeploy / “Update All Hierarchies” after every refresh 

 

 

 Non-Hacking alternatives include FDM and ERPI 
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